Religion, Both True and False: 
A Logical & Biblical Framework for Examining True and False Religion (Part 3) 


l. Religion Defined and Simplified 
A. Religion Defined by Webster's Dictionary 1828 


1. religion in its most comprehensive sense, includes a belief in the being and perfections of God, in the 
revelation of his will to man, in man's obligation to obey his commands, in a state of reward and 
punishment, and in man's accountableness to God; and also true godliness or piety of life, with the 
practice of all moral duties. It therefore comprehends theology, as a system of doctrines or principles, 
as well as practical piety; for the practice of moral duties without a belief in a divine lawgiver, and without 
reference to his will or commands, is not religion 


4. Any system of faith and worship. In this sense, religion comprehends the belief and worship of pagans 
and Mohammedans, as well as of christians; any religion consisting in the belief of a superior power or 
powers governing the world, and in the worship of such power or powers. Thus we speak of the religion 
of the Turks, of the Hindoos, of the Indians, etc. as well as of the christian religion. We speak of false 


religion as well as of true religion 
B. Simplified: The 5 Key Notions of The Concept of Religion 


if 


oY See 


Supreme Deity: “being and perfections of God” 

His Revelation: “in the revelation of his will to man” 

Man’s Duty to Worship: “man’s obligation to obey his commandments” 
Consequences: “in a state of reward or punishment” (blessings and curses) 
Doctrine: “comprehends theology, as a system of doctrine or principles” 


ll. ©The Use of the Term “Religion” in the Bible 
A. The Five Uses of the Religion in the Bible 


il. 


Twice it is used to express Judaism (Strongs G2454: |loudaismos) 


Galatians 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 
that beyond measure | persecuted the church of God, and wasted it; 

Galatians 1:14 And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 


Three times it is used with a focus on the outward expression of religion and content of faith 
(Strongs G2356: threskeia) 


Acts 26:5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most 
straitest sect of our religion | lived a Pharisee 


James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue but 
deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world 


e Parallel text —1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 


lil. © Other Key Terms Which Infer Religion (Defined by Webster’s Dictionary 1828) 
1. Worship 


e 4. Chiefly and eminently, the act of paying divine honors to the Supreme Being; or the 
reverence and homage paid to him in religious exercises, consisting in adoration, 
confession, prayer, thanksgiving and the like. 


e 5. The homage paid to idols or false gods by pagans; as the worship of Isis 


2. Fear 


e 6. Inscripture, fear is used to express a filial or a slavish passion. In good men, the fear of 
God is a holy awe or reverence of God and his laws, which springs from a just view and 
real love of the divine character, leading the subjects of 1t to hate and shun everything that 
can offend such a holy being, and inclining them to aim at perfect obedience. This 1s 
filial fear 
I will put my fear in their hearts. Jeremiah 32:39 


Slavish fear is the effect or consequence of guilt; it is the painful apprehension of merited 
punishment. Romans 8:15 


The love of God casteth out fear. 1 John 4:18 


e 7. The worship of God. 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Psalms 34:11 


e 8. The law and word of God. 
The fear of the Lord 1s clean, enduring forever. Psalms 19:9 
3. Faith 


e 5. The object of belief; a doctrine or system of doctrines believed; a system of revealed 
truths received by Christians. 


They heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which 
once he destroyed. Galatians 1:23 


IV. Biblical Framework for True and False Worship 
A. True Worship must be done in the Spirit and In Truth according to Jesus 


e John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 


B. One can worship in ignorance of what they are worshiping 


e John 4: Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the 
Jews. 


C. There are three elements of worship to examine in biblical sacrifices. 


1. A Time: “in the process of time” 
2. A Place: “unto the Lord” 
3. AWay: “brought...an offering” 


e Genesis 4:3-4 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
ground an offering unto the Lord. And Able, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Able and to his offering: But unto 


Cain and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect a. And Cain 
was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 


D. The primary objective in biblical worship is for God to accept it and be pleased 


e Romans 12:11 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God , which is your reasonable 
service. 


E. Fallen angels are involved in False worship and religion 


e 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 


e lisa 14:14 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: | will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; | will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to 
hell, to the sides of the pit. 


F. Recommended Resources 
1. The True Worship of the True Christ by Pastor Jim Henderson (YouTube & Outline) 
2. Worship by Pastor Ben Mott (Outline and sermon series) 
3. Satan by Pastor Conrad Jarrell (Sermon series) 


V. Additional Points on Worship in “Post-Post Modern” or “Anti-Logic” Times 
A. There are three basic kinds of biblical worship 

1. Personal (private) worship 
o Matthew 6:6 “...when thou prayest, enter into thy closet...” 

2. Corporate (public) worship 
o Romans 12:1 “...present your bodies a living sacrifice...” 

3. Family (household) worship 
o Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 

up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


B. These three basic kinds of biblical worship overlap in God’s true religion 


C. The overlap of biblical worship clarifies the need for an objective standard and authority 
e 2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 


D. Corporate worship helps to perfect both personal and family worship 
e Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
E. Recommended resource: Is the Local Church the Kingdom of God? by Pastor Mott (2 sermons) 


Vi. A Logical Framework for True and False Religion 
A. Flowcharting a series of statements based on the laws of thought 
1. There are only Two Kinds of Religion: True and False 


2. God's Religion is True Religion or Genuine Religion 


All Other Religions are False Religions 


4. False religions can be further organized into two groups: 
e False religion claiming to be God’s religion (counterfeit) 
e False religion not claiming to be God’s religion 


5. False religion claiming to be God’s religion can be further organized into three groups: 
e Semi-—To some extent, partly, partial, incomplete 
e Quasi — Having some resemblance usually by possession of certain attributes 
e Pseudo — Being apparent rather than actually as stated: a sham, spurious 


6. Avoid the Fallacy of Inadequate Sampling: comparative religion course 
e Make sure the course did not leave off true religion! 


RELIGION 
False Religion True Religion 


False Religion False Religion 


Not claiming to be True Religion Claims to be True Religion 
(counterfeit) 





Vil. 


The Five Phases of God’s Religion on Earth 


1) Adam before the fall (“Worship in the Lord’s Presence”- Genesis 2:15-25) 
e True religion: Genesis 2:15-17 
e False religion: Genesis 3:1-6 


2) Adam after the fall to Moses (“Patriarchal Age Religion” — Romans 5:14) 
e 2 Samuel 14:14 ...he (God) devises means, that his banished be not expelled from him. 
e True religion: Genesis 3:21 “..LORD God make coasts of skins, and clothed them.” 


e True religion: Genesis 4:4 And Able he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 
the fat thereof, and the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering. 


e False religion: Genesis 4:3 Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the 
LORD. Genesis 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell. 
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3) Moses to John (“Mosaical Age Religion”- Luke 16:16) 


True religion: 1 Kings 8:1-11 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon 
in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which /s Zion. <And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king 
Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. “And all the 
elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. “And they brought up the ark of 
the LORD, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in 
the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. 2 And king Solomon, 
and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before 
the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for 
multitude. 2 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD unto his 
place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the 
cherubims. “ For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the place of the ark, 
and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. = And they drew out 
the staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in the holy place before the oracle, 
and they were not seen without: and there they are unto this day. = There was nothing 
in the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD 
madea covenantwith the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of 
Egypt. — And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the 
cloud filled the house of the LORD, — So that the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD. 


False religion (counterfeit): 1 Kings 12:26-33 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall 
the kingdom return to the house of David: ~ If this people go up to do sacrifice in the 
house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their 
lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to 
Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 
calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold 
thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. — And he set the one 
in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. = And this thing became a sin: for the people 
went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. = And he made an house of high places, 
and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. =« And 
Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like 
unto the feast that isin Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, 
sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the 
high places which he had made. = So he offered upon the altar which he had made in 
Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised 
of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon 
the altar, and burnt incense. 


False religion: Jeremiah 32:35 And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they 
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. 


4) John to the End (“Gospel Age Religion” — Luke 16:16 & 1 John 2:18) 


True religion: Mathew 27:50-51 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 


True religion: Acts 11:25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: @ And 
when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole 
year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 


False religion (counterfeit): 2 Corinthians 11:3 But | fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. = For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we 
have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another 
gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. 


False religion (counterfeit): 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. “4 And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it isno great thing if his 
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works. 

False religion (counterfeit): 2 Peter 2:1-2 But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. < And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 

False religion: Acts 19:24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made 
silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; 


5) End to the New Heavens and New Earth (“New Heavens and New Earth Religion”) 


True religion: 2 Peter 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in a// holy conversation and godliness, “Looking for and hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements 
Shall melt with fervent heat? = Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 


True religion: Revelation 21:5 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And | John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. : And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. : And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. : And he 
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: 
for these words are true and faithful. 


No more false religion of any kind! 


Vill. Using the Framework to Refute Common Fallacies and Falsehoods on Religion 


1) “There is no God, therefore there can’t be true religion” 
e Logical response: One can’t prove a universal negative proposition. Also, there are six 
irrefutable proofs for the existence of God outside of special revelation. 
e Biblical response: 
i. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. 


2) “The Bible is just a series of myths so you can’t take its proposed religion literally” 


e Logical response: Myths don't have over 1,500 fulfilled prophecies without a single miss. 
Also, myths don’t have archeological evidence galore. And myths don’t continue to be 
validated by modern science. Finally, that’s an attempt to equivocate the bible with other 
mythological story books. 

e Biblical response: 

i. 2 Peter 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 


Corollary Falsehood: “We need to demythologize the Bible in order to understand religion” 


Logical response: That is a Fallacy of presumption called “begging the question”, which is an 
argument that contains an important, hidden, and unjustified assumptions. The hidden 
assumption is that the bible is a myth. Second, it assumes the bible doesn’t tell one how to 
interpret itself. 
Biblical Response: 
i. 2 Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. 





3) “It’s not about religion, it’s about relationship” 

e Logical response: Fallacy of Bifurcation (false dilemma). Your term “relationship” lacks 
an adjective. What kind of relationship do you mean? (mature or immature) A mature 
relationship requires obedience to God’s religion. 

e Biblical response: 

i. 1 John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth: 

ii. Hebrews 12:8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons. 


4) “It’s about love, not religion” 
e Logical response: Fallacy of Bifurcation (false dilemma). God’s religion and love are 
inseparable. What if Jesus did not follow God's religion? 
e Biblical response: 
i. 1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. 
li. 2John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments... 


